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December 2020 and January 2021 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Isaiah 40, vs 1 

These words begin one of my favorite Advent hymns and come from 
a reading shared on the second Sunday in Advent.  These words, I believe, 
are the words that can guide us through the next couple of months. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.   

Your God wants you to be comforted.  That is one message I want 
you to hear from this passage in Isaiah.  God is at work sending comfort your 
way.  You may have heard that church is supposed to comfort the afflicted 
and afflict the comfortable...  best I can tell, we each have both going on—at 
the same time!  When you feel uncomfortable, discomforted, longing for the 
comfort of familiar holiday traditions… spend some time with God wonder-

ing what good God might be able to bring out of that discomfort.  (I don’t believe God has sent this virus 
at all—this is important because God’s heart is with the poor and vulnerable and this virus has affected 
those people disproportionately; God did not send this virus to teach us a lesson.  But God has a tenden-
cy to redeem awful situations with growth and transformation.)  God doesn’t need you to pretend you 
aren’t sad.  God wants you to talk to God about the sadness and the anger.  God wants to comfort you 
when you are feeling uncomfortable, discomforted.  Pay attention to how God might be comforting you 
in the next couple of months. 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.   

The other message I hope you’ll hear is an invitation to offer comfort.  To spread comfort.  Find 
ways to comfort your friends and family, neighbors and strangers.  This is a good year for sending cards.  
When the weather is nice, write chalk messages on the sidewalk for people who are out getting fresh 
air.  If you’ve been wanting a giant inflatable for your yard, this is the year—bring yourself and others 
the comfort of a smile and some brightness in the gloom.  Maybe it’s not smart to share homemade 
goodies this year, so share your favorite store-bought treat (fudge covered Ritz crackers or Oreos, am    
I right?).  Maybe wrap a less mobile neighbor’s mailbox with solar string lights! 

Of course, now is a time to make donations and share any abundance you are experiencing with 
those in need.  Bless those offerings and see them as gifts of comfort.  When you write the check or do-
nate online or fill your cart, pray, “God, may this bring comfort to your people.”  And when it brings 
comfort to you also, marvel that God made us such that in giving, we so often also receive. 

Prayers for comfort for you and yours. 

Jessica 

Jessica Hitchcock 
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PARISH 

The ACTS is now distributed electronically using the email address that we have for you on file in the 
office.  If you did not receive it, please update your email address.  admin@stlukesbethesda.org. 

If you do not see your birthday listed during the year, please contact the office. 

Larry Legates 2 
Movita Hercules 3 
Michele Greco 6 
Anna Votaw 7 
Carol Grattan 8 
Maggie Pearson 9 
Bill Casson 10 

Ken Swab 12 
Max Bergeron 15 
Vonda O'Sullivan 15 
Stewart Rouleau 16 
John Elsbree 18 
Miranda Marks 18 
Tom Canick 19 

Lillie Luo 1 
Melody Luo 1 
Tony Rothwell 2 
Cliff Johnson 3 
Jane Reaves 5 
Oliver Bergeron 8 

Mary Dufour 23 
Oliver Stewart 24 
Diane Fox 26 
Jim Marks 26 
Leslyn Thorne 26 
Dan Eberly 27 
Daphne Legates 27 
Nathan Henemyre 28 
Rebecca Huckabay 28 
Lisa Secrest 29 

December Special Dates 

 2 December A Christmas Carol Talk (Zoom) 
 4 December Men’s Shelter Dinner 
 10 December Hannukah begins 
 12 December Tentative Carol Sing at church 
 19 December Kid’s Christmas Hangout (Zoom) 
  Blue Christmas Service (Zoom) 
 24 December – 
 1 January MCPS no school 
 24 December Christmas Eve: 4:30 pm Music, 5 pm Service 
 25 December Christmas Day (Zoom) 
 31 December New Year’s Eve 

Jackie Shipp 11 
Kathleen Hall 11 
Sharon Murphy 11 
Jim McNamara 13 
Michel Ellert-Beck 14 
Elizabeth Tinling 15 

Angie Wilkinson 17 
Michelle Bales 18 
Griffin Matuszek 22 
Bill Nellist 23 
Jarod D’Agostino 23 
Alixe Park 26 
Mike Bernier 28 
Mira Ray 28 
Eric Voit 31 

January Special Dates 

 1 January New Year’s Day 
  Men’s Shelter Dinner 
  MCPS no school 
 8 January Book Lovers 
 18 January Martin Luther King, Jr Day 
  MCPS no school 
 29 January MCPS no school 

B
ir

th
d

ay
s 

B
ir

th
d

ay
s 



3 

SENIOR WARDEN 

Warden’s Word 

I am writing this article prior to the November Vestry meeting.  
At that meeting, the Vestry plans to discuss, among the usual items such 
as the budget and 2021 pledge campaign, the caring of the parish and 
what we can do to help us all during the next few months.  The literal 
darkness of winter coupled with the pandemic and the likelihood of in-
creased restrictions on gatherings will be challenging to our physical and 
mental health.   

The Bible tells us that the lives of early Christians were not im-
mune to plagues.  Some of these plagues read like modern-day horror 
movies, absent the swash buckling hero who saves the day.  I read an 
article recently about Christians’ response to plagues.  That article noted 

that historians in the Mid-Third Century reported that while members of the Christian community 
and other community members both suffered from disease—in this case the Plague of Cyprian—non-
Christians often left relatives affected by the disease in the streets to die outside unattended.  Chris-
tians on the other hand helped relatives and non-relatives alike and were strengthened by their faith. 

So, that is what St. Luke’s will do.  Look for opportunities to engage more on Zoom and for in-
formation on activities for Advent and Christmas—make those wreaths and sing those carols!  Jessica 
and Sarah are lining up opportunities for us to engage with each other.  Some of these are listed in 
this issue of ACTS and some coming soon through our Weekly E-news.  But also call one another to 
check in.  Jessica and Deacon Lesley will continue their outreach.  Members of the Vestry will also 
check on parishioners.  In one of her recent sermons, Jessica referred to us all as angels.  Please ask 
for help if you need it.  We’ll get an angel right on it. 

Mike Bernier, Sr. Warden 

 

Mike Bernier 



4 

FELLOWSHIP 

Save the Date for a Carol Sing! 

December 12
th

, 2 pm 

A very physically distanced Carol Sing on the grounds of St. Luke’s. 

Moderately limited attendance, but it will be Outdoors! 

Reservations absolutely required and the Waiver must be signed. 

(This event may be cancelled in the interest of public health.) 

We will add a second session, if needed, so please let us know if you 
are coming ASAP via www.stlukesbethesda.org/signups. 

Stay tuned for more information! 

Book Lovers 

Our January Booklovers meeting will be led by Dr. Linda Freeman as we explore 
Hospital Sketches by Louisa May Alcott.   The Zoom meeting will be on Friday, January 
8th at 10 am.  Everyone is welcome!  Contact Nancy Reding if you wish to receive the 
meeting link, and are not already on the mailing list. 

From Amazon, “Hospital Sketches is a compilation of four sketches based on letters Louisa May 
Alcott sent home during the six weeks she spent as a volunteer nurse for the Union Army in 
Georgetown.  The first of the four was initially published on May 22, 1863 in the magazine Boston 
Commonwealth.  The pieces received great critical and popular acclaim making Alcott an overnight 
success.  The four sketches were compiled and published in a single volume by the abolitionist publish-
er James Redpath several months later.”  Nancy Reding 

 

Book Lovers 2021 Schedule 

   Title and Author Genre Facilitator 

  January: Hospital Sketches 
   by Louisa May Alcott  Nonfiction Dr. Linda Freeman 
 

  March: The Celloist of Sarajevo  
   by Steven Galloway Historical Fiction Betsy Davis 
 

  May: Nickel Boys 
   by Colson Whitehead Historical Fiction Marie Holbrook 
 

  July: Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory in Northern Ireland  
   by Patrick Keefe Nonfiction Dee Barish 
 

  September: The Night Watchman  
   by Louise Erdrich Fiction Anne and John Elsbree 
 

  November: The Other Madisons: The Lost History of a President’s Black Family  
   by Betty Kearse Nonfiction Nancy Reding 

Dickens’s “A Christmas Carol”:  A New Look at an Old Story 

Come join a Zoom-based discussion of the time-honored masterpiece led by Victorian 
specialist Dr. Linda Freeman on Wednesday, December 2 at 7:30 pm. 
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PARISH 

Men’s Shelter Recognition 

Volunteers abound at St. Luke’s.  It’s part of the fabric of our parish; we want to make a differ-
ence. 

Still, some of us deserve special recognition for going above and beyond normal expectations, 
individuals who embody God’s love and vision for the Kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.”  One such 
as these—a volunteer supporting Dorothy Day Place—is Sylvia Lu.  More about her later. 

First, what is Dorothy Day Place (aka “The Men’s Shelter”)?  It’s a transitional, 18-bed shelter 
for men run by Catholic Charities.  At the beginning of their limited stay, the men commit to the 
achievement of an individual goal: earning a G.E.D., getting off drugs, finding a job, staying sober, etc.  
As there is no budget for food, the immediate community—congregations, individuals, troops—supply 
dinner almost every night.  St. Luke’s, which was assigned the first Friday of every month (all twelve!), 
has been involved for over 25 years.  Individual volunteers supply one of the following: chicken, rice, 
vegetable, salad, OR dessert.  These are brought to the volunteer “receiving” home where they are col-
lected and driven to the new Dorothy Day shelter.  Until 2014, this program was housed in a facility on 
Cordell Avenue in downtown Bethesda.  The new building is on east Marinelli Road (White Flint Metro, 
WMATA bus depot); it provides shelter and a similar program for an equal number of women.  

Parishioner Sylvia Lu, a distinguished educator of many talents, has provided food for this shel-
ter program since 2006.  Currently, she is on an unbroken streak of preparing a repertoire of delicious 
chicken dishes for 47 consecutive months (this December makes four years straight!).  WAY TO GO, 
SYLVIA!!!  Her stalwart, unfailing support for this program, her talent and care have nourished over a 
thousand souls in search of a better path.  We’re so thankful for her faithful ministry! 

And by the way, if YOU’d like to volunteer for, or to know more about, this ministry, contact 
Clay or Treva Miller.  We’re always looking for more participants, wheth-
er one-timers or 47-month long-haulers.  Both are welcome. 

Clay Miller 

 

The Ordination of Sally Lermond to the Diaconate 

November 14, 2020 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Holiday Gift Card Collection Continues! 

To keep everyone safe during the ongoing pandemic, traditional Christmas gatherings hosted 
by organizations St. Luke’s supports will unfortunately not take place this season.  For many years, 
generous parishioners have purchased gifts and gift cards for children and families in Samaritan Minis-
try programs; this year, we are expanding our collection to include those served by Interfaith Works.  
Instead of unwrapped gifts, both organizations are requesting gift cards in increments of $25 so fami-
lies can purchase toys and food.  You can leave them in the labeled boxes outside the church office, 
place them through the mail slot at the office door, or follow up with the contacts below.  The collec-
tion will run through early December.  Thank you very much for helping to make the holiday season 
meaningful for others during these difficult times!      

 
 
 

Interfaith Works (IW):  IW will collect $25 VISA gift cards, as well 
as gift cards for Giant, Safeway, Target, and Walmart.  Or, if you wish to 
contribute cash towards the purchase of gift cards, or have any other 
questions about the IW collection, please contact Miranda Marks. 

 
 
 
 

Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington (SMGW):  SMGW 
is collecting gift cards from Giant, Safeway, Old Navy, Target, and 
Walmart.  For more information, please contact SMGW Parish Reps. 
Peter Stelnyk or DeAtley Barish. 

Marta Montoro 

 

SLC Community Engagement—January 2021 

Bethesda Cares during Covid-19 
The mission of Bethesda Cares is to end, ease, and prevent homelessness in Montgomery 

County.  The employees of Bethesda Cares still meet the homeless on the streets, in camps, on bench-
es at night, and at Starbucks for something warm or hot after a cold or rainy or lonely night. 

Employees continue to try to encourage the homeless to become housed.  Boxed meals are 
available daily at a church.  The homeless can still get their mail or replacement clothing by appoint-
ment at the office on Woodmont Avenue.  Much of the “good work” of Bethesda Cares is helping their 
clients to successfully stay in housing once they have made the big step into a permanent place to live.  
They meet often with their clients for the first six months and often must continue the meetings for a 
lifetime , because of the particular needs of the client.   

This year we are emphasizing the collection of socks, hooded sweatshirts, and $10 Starbuck 
gift cards. 

Thank you for your consideration.    
Clay Miller 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 
 
Over the past twelve years, remarkably generous St. Lukers have contributed more than 

$180,000 to Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD)—known to us as Holy Cow!  ERD is the compas-
sionate response of The Episcopal Church, providing relief in times of disaster and promoting sustaina-
ble development.  Knowing that our gifts have impacted our brothers and sisters all over the world is 
something we can all be proud of.   

This year, the Holy Cow will be mostly virtual, but she’ll likely make a “live” appearance at 
Zoom church during Advent.  Stay tuned for exciting creative special surprises from our younger        
St. Lukers, too!  Keeping the focus on youth, this year we will support ERD’s ongoing children’s cam-
paign, One Thousand Days of Love—which emphasizes the importance of the first 1,000 days of a 
child’s life for overall health and well-being.  ERD’s programs benefit children and their families by: 

• Nurturing healthy children through improving food and nutrition, protecting health and 

preventing disease, empowering parents, and protecting families.  

• Helping children achieve their full potential by providing access to clean water, hygiene, 

sanitation, and reducing the impact of disasters and building resilience. 

• Bringing positive change to children’s lives by creating economic stability. 

Of course, anything from ERD’s “Gifts for Life” program is still a great alternative to holiday 
shopping!  To make an online donation, go to https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/
donate-now/individual-donation, and choose your gift and amount.  Choose “Children” for the One 
Thousand Days of Love campaign.  At checkout, select the “I want to enter my church information” 
box and enter “St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Bethesda, MD 20814” (along with your personal info).  
Then please send an email wth your totals to Jenny Bradley and Marta Montoro afterwards to track 
our total contributions.   

All donations from parishioners up to a total of $5,000 will be matched by a very generous   
St. Luke’s family.   

MOOchas gracias for living out your baptismal promises so faithfully for so many years—let’s 
keep it up in 2020! 

Marta Montoro 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
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FINANCE 

FINANCE REPORT OCTOBER 2020 
 

 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCE $86,003 * YTD October = 83% of the year 
 
Budget Analysis:  Thank you!  Your continued support is very impressive as we all manage through 

challenging times. 
 
All financial obligations for the year to date have been met and bills paid.    
 
If you need to be reimbursed for a purchase or need the Treasurer to pay an invoice, please obtain a 

Payment Request Form from the Office.  An authorized person must sign the request.  All requests for extra 
money or donations by committees, individuals or church members, should have prior approval of the Vestry 
before solicitation. 

Jenny Bradley, Treasurer 

 2019 2020 ‘20 Actual % of ‘20 

 Actual Budget Thru Oct. Budget * 

RECEIPTS     

Offering Plate $    18,175 $    20,000 $    26,569 133% 

Pledge Payments 479,984 460,000 414,961 90% 

Donations for Facilities 49,796 48,000 21,095 44% 

Altar Flower Donations 4,825 5,000 566 11% 

Miscellaneous 186  63  

Operating Receipts 552,966 533,000 463,254  87% 

     

EXPENSES     

Salaries & Benefits $   308,102 $  324,214 $  253,775 78% 

Program Support 18,418 25,000 8,156 33% 

Parish Operations 107,090 123,900 75,222 61% 

Outreach 22,527 22,000 12,998 59% 

Diocesan Giving 50,139 52,000 43,350 83% 

Operating Expenses 506,276 547,114 393,501 72% 

Surplus/(Deficit) 46,690 (14,114) 69,753  

Additional Funding – 2019 surplus  0 14,114 0  

Net income   $46,690 $         0  $   69,753  
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CALENDAR 

The calendar was accurate at publication. 
All events can change at a moment’s notice. 

December 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
Advent I 
9:00 AM      

Zoom 
Service 

30 1 
2:00 PM  

Staff 
Meeting 

2 
12:00 PM   

Zoom 
Service 

7:30 PM          
A Christmas 
Carol (Zoom) 
with Linda 
Freeman 

3 4 
Men's 

Shelter 
Dinner 

5 
5:00 PM     

Zoom 
Service 

6 
Advent II 
9:00 AM    

Zoom 
Service 

7 8 
2:00 PM 

Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Finance 
Meeting 

9 
12:00 PM  

Zoom 
Service 

10 11 12 
2:00 PM      

Carol Sing    
at Church-
Tentative 

5:00 PM     
Zoom 
Service 

13 
Advent III 
9:00 AM   

Zoom 
Service 

14 15 
2:00 PM  

Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Vestry 
Meeting 

16 
12:00 PM   

Zoom 
Service 

17 18 19 
10:00 AM 

Kid's 
Christmas 
Hangout
(Zoom)  

5:00 PM Blue 
Christmas 
Service
(Zoom)  

20 
Advent IV 
9:00 AM   

Zoom 
Service 

21 22 
2:00 PM  

Staff 
Meeting 

23 
12:00 PM  

Zoom 
Service 

24 
Christmas Eve 
4:30 PM 

Christmas 
Eve Music
(Zoom)  

5:00 PM 
Christmas 
Eve Service
(Zoom)  

25 
Christmas 

Day 

26 

27 
9:00 AM    

Zoom 
Service 

28 29 
2:00 PM      

Staff 
Meeting 

30 
12:00 PM   

Zoom 
Service 

31 1 
New 

Year's 
Day 

Men's 
Shelter 
Dinner 

2 
5:00 PM 

Zoom 
Service 
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CALENDAR 

The calendar was accurate at publication. 
All events can change at a moment’s notice. 

January 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 
9:00 AM      

Zoom 
Service 

28 29 
2:00 PM    
Staff 
Meeting 

30 
12:00 PM 

Zoom 
Service 

31 1 
New Year's 

Day 
Men's Shelter 

Dinner 

2 
5:00 PM 
Zoom 
Service 

3 
9:00 AM    

Zoom 
Service 

4 5 
2:00 PM   
Staff 
Meeting 

6 
12:00 PM 

Zoom 
Service 

7 8 
10:00 AM   

Book 
Lovers 

9 
5:00 PM 
Zoom 
Service 

10 
9:00 AM    

Zoom 
Service 

11 12 
2:00 PM   
Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Finance 
Meeting 

13 
12:00 PM 

Zoom 
Service 

14 15 16 
5:00 PM 
Zoom 
Service 

17 
9:00 AM    

Zoom 
Service 

18 
Martin 

Luther 
King, Jr 
Day 

19 
2:00 PM   
Staff 
Meeting 

7:00 PM 
Vestry 
Meeting 

20 
12:00 PM 

Zoom 
Service 

21 22 23 
5:00 PM 
Zoom 
Service 

24 
9:00 AM     

Zoom 
Service 

25 26 
2:00 PM    
Staff 
Meeting 

27 
12:00 PM 

Zoom 
Service 

28 29 30 
5:00 PM 
Zoom 
Service 

31 
9:00 AM    

Zoom 
Service 

1 2 
2:00 PM    
Staff 
Meeting 

3 
12:00 PM 

Zoom 
Service 

4 5 
Men's Shelter 

Dinner 

6 
5:00 PM 
Zoom 
Service 



St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Phone:  301-530-1800       Fax:  301-530-1802 

 

email:  admin@stlukesbethesda.org 
 

website:  www.stlukesbethesda.org 

 

THE REV. JESSICA K. HITCHCOCK 
Rector 

email:  jessica@stlukesbethesda.org 
 

ACTS of St. Luke’s 
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Luke’s; 

published monthly, except January & August. 
 

ACTS Deadline:  15th of the preceding month 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Trinity Parish 

6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland  20814-1852 

CHRISTMAS EVE  

SERVICES 

(Zoom) 

 

 4:30 pm  Music 

 5:00 pm  Christmas Eve 

Service 


