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 Reparations 

“For the Diocese of Washington reparations is the spiritual practice of the 
beloved community. It involves a process to remember, repair, restore, and 
reconcile historical and continuing wrongs against humanity that can never be 
singularly reducible to monetary terms, but must include a substantial 
investment and surrender of resources. Reparations is principally concerned 
with the harms done to those most hard pressed by the system of injustice and 
speaks to the health of all humanity.” 

– Working Definition of Reparations by EDOW Reparations Task Force, 2022 

In 2021, The Rt. Rev. Gene Sutton, Bishop of Maryland, came to the 
Diocese of Washington’s annual convention and offered a session called Race & Reckoning: An 
Exploration into Reparations.  At a meeting of Episcopal Bishops, Bishop Sutton told his colleagues: 
“Standing before you is an angry Black man.  You’ve met me before.  I am not alone.  Rarely do we tell 
you how angry we are.  I am also a follower of Jesus, committed to non-violence, and a practitioner of 
Centering Prayer.  Given all that we have stolen, what would Jesus have us do?” Bishop Mariann wrote 
about hearing Bishop Sutton’s words:  “He exhorted us to continue the work of reckoning with our 
past.  Given the undeniable fact that the Episcopal Church colluded with slavery, enriching itself on the 
uncompensated labor of Black and Brown people, reparations is one way to pay back a debt that is 
owed.”  On September 12, 2020, the 236th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland passed 
Resolution 2020-06, committing to creating a $1,000,000 seed fund for reparations.  From that fund, 
the Diocese of Maryland is infusing money into programs that are building up Black communities and 
helping to repair the breach caused by systemic racism in Maryland and in the United States. 

The Diocese of Washington is considering doing something similar, and this will be part of the 
work before us at our 2023 Diocesan Convention.  In addition to Bishop Sutton’s visit to our 
convention, Catherine Meeks visited the Diocese of Washington in May (last month) to aid and 
support us in this work.  Meeks is the Executive Director of the Diocese of Atlanta’s Absalom Jones 
Center for Racial Healing.  In response to the preventable death of her brother, Meeks wanted to 
change the world.  In an interview, Meeks said she wanted “to help in creating a world where little 12-
year-old black and brown boys do not have to die because of racism or poverty.”  Meeks went on,  
“Along with this, I set out to be a free person.  A person who would not be at the mercy of this force of 

(Reparations, continued on page 6) 

 

Jessica Hitchcock 
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PARISH 

The ACTS is now distributed electronically using the email address that we have for you on file in the 
office.  If you did not receive it, please update your email address.  Admin@stlukesbethesda.org. 

If you do not see your birthday listed during the year, please contact the office. 

July Birthdays 
Wyman Stone 1 
Sandy Bjork 4 
Deb Marks 6 
Tine Stone 10 
April Dodier 13 
Susie Casson 15 
Karen Schneider 16 
Holly Stone 17 
Jan Allnutt 17 
Treva Miller 20 
Amy Sloan 23 
Jenny Bradley 27 
Julie Paisley 29 

June Birthdays 
Kathy Makos 1 
Safia Kuriakose 1 
Ivy Martin 10 
Margaret Roper 12 
Bob Allnutt 15 
Ian Mills 15 
Sacha South 15 
Debbie Grosvenor 16 
Wanda Cockrell 16 
Catherine Nellist 17 
Linda Freeman 19 
Christine Zakarka 22 
Adrienne Davis-Leal 24 
Bart Hall 27 
Bob Pearson 28 
Monica Lee 29 
June Alleyne 30 

June Special Dates 

 30 May—June 3 IW Women’s Shelter Meal Week 
 3 June Men’s Shelter Dinner  
 4 June Garden Guild workday 
 5 June Bring a Friend to Church day 
 12 June Deacon Postulant Rosa Briones' send off 
 17 June  MCPS last day of school 
 20 June Juneteenth Federal Holiday 
 June 20 – June24 Office closed 
 25 June Pollinator Garden workday 

July Special Dates 

 1 July Men’s Shelter dinner 
 3 July Dalton Andrews memorial service 
 4 July Independence Day 
  Office closed 
 5 July BookLovers Zoom 
 9 July Garden Guild workday 
 23 July Pollinator Garden workday 
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SENIOR WARDEN 

Warden’s Word 

I like the rhythms of the church calendar.  Advent and Lent are 
known for a set series of activities and observances that repeat year after 
year.  I like being grounded in something other than the secular seasons 
of fall, winter, spring, and summer that we observe as well as a school 
calendar that brings us fall and spring semesters.  The Roman Catholic 
Church refers to the Season After Pentecost as Ordinary Time.  I know 
some Episcopal Churches do as well.  It is super long, lasting until Advent.   

I like the term Ordinary Time.  It should not imply a boring time of 
year.  Instead, I see it as a time to recognize that every day is a miracle 
and that it is expected or ordinary for us to worship together, strive to 
follow the teachings of Jesus, and live out our lives as Christians.  Jessica, 
Lesley, and Rosa can better teach us the meaning of this time in the 

church year, but I like the idea of an ordinary time even if the term originated with the fact that the 
weeks were numbered sequentially as ordinal numbers. 

Ordinary Time to me makes me think of the day-to-day things, the ordinary things, that bless 
our lives.  While we should not underestimate the impact the pandemic has had on our physical and 
mental health, we have roofs over our heads, food to feed ourselves and our families, and freedom to 
worship as we wish.  And we do that in an area free from war.  That’s more than for many people in 
the world. 

For now, I want to enjoy Ordinary Time.  I wish I could maintain the discipline to keep a 
gratitude journal.  If I did, I would be sure to mention the ordinary things that I should appreciate: a 
sunrise or sunset, sunny day, the smell in the air after a thunderstorm, blooming flowers, and a drive 
down Beach Drive, or walk though Brookside Garden.  As the pandemic wanes, I am also thankful for in
-person church, the ability to occasionally remove my mask in some settings, and the return of in- 
person school.  My list could on and on.   

I’ll close by wishing everyone a “Happy Ordinary Time.”  Enjoy all the blessings of this life on a 
day-to-day basis and pay attention to the little things that bless us.  According to a passage on the 
Episcopal Diocese of Olympia’s website, church seasons “are intended to help focus our thinking and 
our meditation upon those aspects of the Faith emphasized during the particular season.  If done 
correctly, this changes ordinary time into extraordinary time.” 

Mike Bernier, Senior Warden 

 

Mike Bernier 
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PARISH 

New Entry System on Two Sets of Doors 

You may have noticed some changes to the upper-level, red doors that lead into the Brown 
Foyer and to the exterior double doors downstairs by the church office.  We now have a new lock 
system for both sets of doors, as well as a motorized door opener for the lower-level, exterior doors.   

For the time being, the existing key lock in the lower-level doors will remain, so that people 
with a key can enter without knowing how to use the new system.  However, over the next several 
weeks we will transition to the new system, after which the existing key lock will be changed.   
Everyone who currently uses a key to enter the doors by the office will need to use the new system.  
Door operations on Sundays are still being discussed; a likely possibility is that the doors will be 
unlocked for a specified amount of time, just as they are now. 

The lower-level doors now have a keypad and a hand-swipe sensor mounted on a post, as 
shown in the photo.  To enter, you will type in a code, swipe an access card, or use an app on your 
phone and then either pull the door open or swipe your hand in front of the sensor to activate a 
motor that will open the door for you. 

To exit, you can push on the bar as you do now, or use a new hand-swipe sensor on the 
interior wall to open the door for you. 

The lower-level doors also have a doorbell, microphone, and camera unit, which allow a staff 
member in the office—or even while off site by using a control app on their phone—to see who is at 
the door and unlock it if appropriate. 

The upper-level, red doors will operate very similarly to the lower-level doors, except they do 
not have a doorbell, microphone, and camera unit, and they do not have motorized operation. 

This new system greatly increases the security of 
our building and allows for more flexibility in giving 
access to both parishioners and outside users of the 
church.  Church staff will have the ability to program 
the system so that individual codes, access cards, and 
apps will only work at specified dates and times.   

As this article is being written, the workers are still 
finishing the installation.  As the church staff becomes 
more familiar with the system and refines plans and 
procedures for its use, you will hear more about how to 
use it.  James will be in touch soon with those whom he 
knows need access to the building to arrange for 
training, but feel free to contact him with any questions 
or concerns you have at admin@stlukesbethesda.org or 
301-530-1800. 

James Rostron 
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PARISH 

St. Luke’s Finance Committee 

As the St. Luke’s community looks forward to a season of renewal of spirit, hope and 
community engagement, the finance ministry is actively supporting the leadership and ministries of 
the parish.  We are coming out of a very difficult period that has had a major impact on all our lives.  
Over the course of the past two years, the parish worked through many unknowns and adjusted as 
circumstances required for it to continue its mission in providing spiritual guidance for its members 
and the surrounding community.  During this time, St. Luke’s Finance Committee was active in 
ensuring that the parish was financially stable. 

I am very thankful for the members of the committee who have taken on tasks to ensure the 
parish is in a financially stable condition and for taking on tasks that ensure St. Luke’s can easily 
manage its finances into the future.  During the past two years, the committee has implemented an 
electronic accounting system that can easily create financial reports, statements, and storage of back-
up documentation of financial transactions.  This effort took considerable time and effort, and I am 
thankful for the work and dedication of Susie and Bill Casson for this undertaking.  Without this 
change, the parish would not be able to move effectively forward in managing its finances and be able 
to respond quickly to any financial emergency or need.  

As part of ensuring the financial stability of the parish, the Finance Committee is engaged in a 
diocesan management audit, which looks at all the accounts, policies, and procedures employed by 
the church for its operational activities.  This audit will provide St. Luke’s with information if there 
needs to be any changes or additions to our accounts, policies or procedures.  We think the audit will 
provide guidance on how St. Luke’s can financially and administratively support current and future 
activities and be sound in its financial management activities. 

Over the past two years we have worked with the Vestry and the Building and Grounds 
Committee to ensure we are providing the needed financial support for maintenance improvements 
and directed ministry needs.  The collaborative environment of St. Luke’s makes it very easy for the 
Finance Committee to address the needs of the parish.  And in this respect, it makes it easy for us to 
begin the planning for next year as we move forward in renewing the spiritual and community life of 
St. Luke’s.  This is a new experience for me, and I am thankful for the opportunity to work with the 
many members of the St. Luke’s community, and especially those on the Finance Committee willing to 
guide me as we go forward.  Thank you. 

Sandra (Sandy) Swab 
Chair, St. Luke’s Finance Committee 
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PARISH 

 BookLovers 

BOOKLOVERS:  Our July meeting will be on Tuesday, July 5th at 7:30 pm via 

Zoom.  We’ll be discussing Carville’s Cure: Leprosy, Stigma and the Fight for Justice 

by Pam Fessler.   

Rounding out the year will be How the Word is Passed: A 
Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across America in Septem-

ber and The Book of Longings in November. 

Please email Nancy Reding if you’d like to get on the email list.  Everyone is 
welcome! 

Nancy Reding 

 

 

evil that manifests itself in the racist structures that have been put into place in our world.  It is out of 
my effort to respond to the call to be free and I work tirelessly to use my power in all of the ways that 
will help others and to help make sure that others do not use their power to abuse.” 

You can go to stlukesbethesda.org/reparations to see Bishop Sutton’s address and Catherine 
Meeks’ conversation with David Brooks at Washington National Cathedral.  More resources will be 
added to that page as they become available. 

I also ask that you mark your calendar for this event: The Diocesan Reparations Symposium on 
Saturday, October 1, from 10 am–3 pm at Calvary Episcopal Church.  We’ll hear from historians 
researching the history of Diocesan participation in chattel slavery, EDOW congregations investigating 
their own legacies with race and racism, and Black community leaders working on the question of 
repair in the DMV.  The Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas will deliver the keynote, laying out the 
theological and spiritual foundations for reparations work.  Participants will leave with concrete next 
steps to share with our congregations.  Registration for this event will open in late May. For now, 
please save the date! 

Good people of St. Luke's:  please keep the Reparations Committee and their Advisory & 
Accountability Board in your prayers.  Please study and pray about reparations and be a part of this 
truth-seeking and truth-telling work that our larger Episcopal community has taken up.  It is a deeply 
spiritual issue, with the potential to work great transformation. 

Peace - Jessica 

(Reparations, continued from page 1) 
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PARISH 

Rainbow Families Conference 

On May 14th, members of St. Luke’s attended the Rainbow Families Annual LGBTQ+ 
Conference and Gathering at the Barrie School in Silver Spring.  This was a great opportunity to 
connect with other groups that support LGBTQ+ youth and families, and to help spread the word 
about St. Luke’s as an affirming and welcoming space.  The conference also offered workshops 
focused on topics important to LGBTQ+ youth.   

For more information about Rainbow Families, check out their website!   

https://rainbowfamilies.org/ 

Miranda Marks 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Happenings at the Bishop Walker School for Boys 

Senior Luncheon & National Poetry Month 

The Bishop Walker School for Boys (BWS) is a school of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington 
located in SE DC that serves boys from the surrounding communities.  BWS  recently honored both the 
first graduating class, current high school seniors, and the current class of 5th graders who will be going 
on to middle school next year!  The seniors began their BWS journey 13 years ago, and it was a blessing 
to hear them talk about their plans for college.  
 

       
 

For National Poetry Month, BWS 4th-5th graders visited Gonzaga College High School for a 
Poetry Slam; they wrote their own poetry and even created a fun dance routine!  BWS teachers and 
students believe that poetry has the power to introduce the scholars to language, creativity, and 
change.  

 
Marta Montoro 
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FINANCE 

FINANCE REPORT APRIL 2022 
 

 
ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCE $124,262 * YTD April = 33% of the year 

Budget Analysis:  Donations for Plate, Flowers, and Use by Outside Organizations were either equal 
to or less than straight-line budget projections, but because a number of parishioners paid substantial 
amounts of their annual pledge at the start of the year, total revenue was significantly ahead of a straight-
line projection.  Expenses for Compensation, Church Activities, Parish Operations, Community Engagement, 
and Diocesan Giving were either equal to or less than straight-line budget projection, resulting in Net Reve-
nue at the end of April of $79,956. 

Thank you!  Your continued support is very impressive during these challenging times. 

All financial obligations for the year to date have been met and bills paid.    

There is a change to the reimbursement process: If you need to be reimbursed for a purchase or 
need the Treasurer to pay an invoice, please send an email to the office at admin@stlukesbethesda.org in-
stead of using an orange reimbursement form.  Include the receipt, the amount, and the purpose for the ex-
pense.  All requests for extra money or donations by committees, individuals, or church members, should 
have prior approval of the Vestry before solicitation. 

Susan Casson, Acting Treasurer 

  2022 ‘22 Actual % of ‘22 

  Budget Thru Apr. Budget * 

RECEIPTS     

Offering Plate  $    20,000 $    2,516 12% 

Pledge Payments  440,000 245,935 56% 

Donations for Facilities  30,000 9,892 33% 

Altar Flower Donations  4,500 1,280 28% 

Miscellaneous   22  

Operating Receipts  494,500 259,645 53% 

     

EXPENSES     

Compensations  $  359,626 $  125,243 35% 

Church Activities  18,750 3,772 20% 

Parish Operations  109,500 28,263 26% 

Community Engagement (Outreach)  22,000 5,075 23% 

Diocesan Giving  52,000 17,336 33% 

Operating Expenses  561,876 179,689 32% 

Surplus/(Deficit)  (67,376) 79,956  

Additional Funding – reserves   67,376 0  

Net Revenue  $         0 $   79,956  
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CALENDAR 

June 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
29 
5th Sunday @ 9 & 11 
8:00 AM                    

Worship Service       
(in-person only) 

10:00 AM                  
Worship Service         
(in-person & Zoom) 

5:00 PM                     
Cristo La Roca 

8:30 PM                        
Bethesda Youth AA 

30 
Memorial Day 

(Office 
Closed) 

8:00 PM     
Men's AA 
Meeting 

31 
2:00 PM     

Staff 
Meeting 

1 
12:00 PM        

Noonday Prayer 
(Zoom) 

8:00 PM              
Choir Rehearsal 

2 
 

3 
Men's Shelter 

Dinner 

4 
9:00 AM           

Garden Guild 
Workday 

5:00 PM           
Talk & Pray 
(Zoom 
service) 

6:30 PM             
Cristo La Roca 

5 
Bring a Friend to 

Church Day 
8:00 AM                    

Worship Service       
(in-person only) 

10:00 AM                  
Worship Service         
(in-person & Zoom) 

5:00 PM                     
Cristo La Roca 

8:30 PM                        
Bethesda Youth AA 

6 
8:00 PM     

Men's AA 
Meeting 

7 
2:00 PM     

Staff 
Meeting 

8 
12:00 PM Noonday 

Prayer (Zoom) 
8:00 PM              

Choir Rehearsal 

9 10 11 
5:00 PM       

Talk & Pray 
(In-person 
service) 

6:30 PM       
Cristo La Roca 

12 
Deacon Postulant Rosa 

Briones' send off 
Everyone Loves 

Rainbows Sunday 
8:00 AM                    

Worship Service       
(in-person only) 

10:00 AM                  
Worship Service         
(in-person & Zoom) 

5:00 PM                     
Cristo La Roca 

8:30 PM                        
Bethesda Youth AA 

13 
7:00 PM 

Finance 
Meeting 

8:00 PM    
Men's AA 
Meeting 

14 
2:00 PM    

Staff 
Meeting 

15 
12:00 PM Noonday 

Prayer (Zoom) 

16 
 

17 18 
5:00 PM       

Talk & Pray 
(Zoom 
service) 

6:30 PM        
Cristo La Roca 

19 
8:00 AM                    

Worship Service       
(in-person only) 

10:00 AM                  
Worship Service         
(in-person & Zoom) 

5:00 PM                     
Cristo La Roca 

8:30 PM                        
Bethesda Youth AA 

20 
Juneteenth 

holiday 
(Office 
Closed) 

8:00 PM    
Men's AA 
Meeting 

21 
7:00 PM 

Vestry 
Meeting 

22 
12:00 PM Noonday 

Prayer (Zoom) 

23 24 25 
10:00 AM 

Pollinator 
Garden 
Workday 

5:00 PM        
Talk & Pray 
(Zoom 
service) 

6:30 PM        
Cristo La Roca 

26 
8:00 AM                    

Worship Service       
(in-person only) 

10:00 AM                  
Worship Service         
(in-person & Zoom) 

5:00 PM                     
Cristo La Roca 

8:30 PM                        
Bethesda Youth AA 

27 
8:00          

Men's AA 
Meeting 

28 
2:00 PM      

Staff 
Meeting 

29 
12:00 PM Noonday 

Prayer (Zoom) 
8:00 PM              

Choir Rehearsal 

30 1 
Men's Shelter 

Dinner 

2 
5:00 PM        

Talk & Pray 
(Zoom 
service) 

6:30 PM         
Cristo La Roca 

Interfaith Works Women’s Center Meal Week 

Office Closed All This Week 
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CALENDAR 

July 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
8:00 AM                     

Worship Service     
(in-person only)  

10:00 AM                     
Worship Service     
(in-person & Zoom)  

5:00 PM Cristo La Roca  
8:30 PM                        

Bethesda Youth AA 

27 
8:00 PM               

Men's AA 
Meeting  

28 
2:00 PM    

Staff 
Meeting  

29 
12:00 PM 

Noonday 
Prayer 
(Zoom)  

8:00 PM              
Choir 
Rehearsal 

30 1 
Men's 

Shelter 
Dinner  

2 
5:00 PM               

Talk & Pray 
(Zoom service)  

6:30 PM                   
Cristo La Roca  

3 
8:00 AM                           

Worship Service     
(in-person only)  

10:00 AM                    
Worship Service     
(in-person & Zoom)  

2:00 PM                             
Dalton Andrews              
Memorial Service  

5:00 PM Cristo La Roca  
8:30 PM                        

Bethesda Youth AA 

4 
Independence 

Day    
(Office 
Closed)  

8:00 PM    
Men's AA 
Meeting  

5 
2:00 PM 

Staff 
Meeting  

7:30 PM 
Book 
Lovers - 
Zoom  

6 
12:00 PM 

Noonday 
Prayer 
(Zoom)  

8:00 PM              
Choir 
Rehearsal 

7 8 9 
9:00 AM       

Garden Guild 
Workday  

5:00 PM            
Talk & Pray    
(In-person 
service)  

6:30 PM            
Cristo La Roca  

10 
8:00 AM               

Worship Service     
(in-person only)  

10:00 AM             
Worship Service     
(in-person & Zoom)  

5:00 PM Cristo La Roca  
8:30 PM                        

Bethesda Youth AA 

11 
7:00 PM 

Finance 
Meeting  

8:00 PM     
Men's AA 
Meeting  

12 
2:00 PM 

Staff 
Meeting  

13 
12:00 PM 

Noonday 
Prayer 
(Zoom)  

14 15 16 
5:00 PM             

Talk & Pray 
(Zoom service)  

6:30 PM            
Cristo La Roca  

17 
8:00 AM               

Worship Service     
(in-person only)  

10:00 AM             
Worship Service     
(in-person & Zoom)  

5:00 PM Cristo La Roca  
8:30 PM                        

Bethesda Youth AA 

18 
8:00 PM     

Men's AA 
Meeting  

19 
2:00 PM 

Staff 
Meeting  

7:00 PM 
Vestry 
Meeting  

20 
12:00 PM 

Noonday 
Prayer 
(Zoom)  

8:00 PM              
Choir 
Rehearsal 

21 22 23 
10:00 AM  

Pollinator Garden 
Workday  

5:00 PM                 
Talk & Pray 
(Zoom service)  

6:30 PM           
Cristo La Roca  

24 
8:00 AM               

Worship Service     
(in-person only)  

10:00 AM             
Worship Service     
(in-person & Zoom)  

5:00 PM Cristo La Roca  
8:30 PM                        

Bethesda Youth AA 

25 
8:00 PM    

Men's AA 
Meeting  

26 
2:00 PM 

Staff 
Meeting  

27 
12:00 PM 

Noonday 
Prayer 
(Zoom)  

8:00 PM              
Choir 
Rehearsal 

28 29 30 
5:00 PM               

Talk & Pray 
(Zoom service)  

6:30 PM                
Cristo La Roca  

31 
8:00 AM               

Worship Service     
(in-person only)  

10:00 AM             
Worship Service     
(in-person & Zoom)  

5:00 PM Cristo La Roca  
8:30 PM                        

Bethesda Youth AA 

1 
8:00 PM      

Men's AA 
Meeting  

2 
2:00 PM 

Staff 
Meeting  

3 
12:00 PM 

Noonday 
Prayer 
(Zoom)  

8:00 PM              
Choir 
Rehearsal 

4 5 
Men's 

Shelter 
Dinner  

6 
5:00 PM               

Talk & Pray 
(Zoom service)  

6:30 PM               
Cristo La Roca  



St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Phone:  301-530-1800       Fax:  301-530-1802 

 

email:  admin@stlukesbethesda.org 
 

website:  www.stlukesbethesda.org 

 

THE REV. JESSICA K. HITCHCOCK 
Rector 

email:  jessica@stlukesbethesda.org 
 

ACTS of St. Luke’s 
Newsletter for members and friends of St. Luke’s; 

published monthly, except January & August. 
 

ACTS Deadline:  15th of the preceding month 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Trinity Parish 

6030 Grosvenor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland  20814-1852 

June 5th 

Bring a Friend to Church Day 

Yummy food after services 

 

June 12th 

Deacon Postulant Rosa Briones’ send off 

Everyone Loves Rainbows Community Day 

 


