
Community Engagement collaborates with, and provides financial support to, the following

non-profits doing God’s work in the world:

NAME MISSION CURRENT PARISH
LIAISON(S)

Bethesda Cares Works to prevent, end, and ease homelessness Clay Miller
Bethesda Help Offers immediate, short-term food and referral

assistance to residents in southern Montgomery
County

Anne Elsbree

Bishop Walker
School for Boys

Tuition-free, Episcopal school for boys from
traditionally underserved communities, serving
K-5th grades

Marta Montoro,
Melissa
Oppenheimer

Cornerstone
Montgomery

Empowers people living with mental and
behavioral health issues to live, work, and
integrate within the community

Amanda Freeman

Episcopal Relief &
Development

Worldwide organization assisting communities
impacted by hunger, poverty, natural disasters,
and preventable illnesses

Jenny Bradley,
Marta Montoro

Interfaith Power &
Light

Engages faith communities in environmental
stewardship and on climate action

TBD

Interfaith Works
(IW)

Provides emergency shelter, supportive housing,
essential needs, and employment programs to
County residents

Miranda Marks

IW Women’s Center Emergency shelter that houses 35 women, with
case workers and social services on-site. (St.
Luke’s provides all meals during Memorial Day
week)

Andi Pringle,
Karen Schneider,
Deb Marks

Loaves & Fishes-DC Provides warm to-go meals on weekends and
Federal holidays (In-person serving still on hold
due to COVID)

Marta Montoro

Samaritan Ministry
of Greater
Washington

Empowers participants to set goals and take “next
steps” towards self-sustaining lives, while
addressing issues that underlie poverty

Deb Marks,
DeAtley Barish,
Peter Stelnyk,
Jack Orrick

We also support Small Things Matter and So What Else (Can We Do To Help), two

youth-focused, grassroots organizations instrumental in alleviating local food security during the

pandemic, mostly through in-kind food donations.  For Easter, the Pet Blessing, and Christmas,



the Committee also selects an organization to receive the offering from those services, typically

in response to current events and/or local needs.

And during each month where there is a 5th Sunday, the Committee organizes “Be the Church”

Day, with various servant activities available for all ages.  Come join us!

Note: The newly-formed Afghan Welcome Ministry falls under the broader umbrella of

Community Engagement’s mission, and while there is some overlap with this Committee, they

operate independently, have a separate budget line-item, and thus are described in a separate

section in this Report.

Members of this Ministry:

Deacon: The Rev. Lesley Krauland lesley@stlukesbethesda.org

Co-Chairs: Miranda Marks & Marta Montoro

Members: Jenny Bradley, Amanda Freeman, Kathy Makos, Clay Miller, Jack Orrick, Helen

Riley

In what ways has this ministry adapted/changed as we transition back into the building?

Prior to the pandemic, the Committee had operated under an issue-based, “Cluster” approach

since 2017.

Basic Needs: January-April

Human Rights, Dignity, & Safety: May-August

Looking to our Future: September-December

This approach allowed for seasonal programming featuring the organizations the parish works

with, and flexibility - as well as exploring opportunities for further interfaith collaboration and

support for our LGBTQIA+ siblings.



However, when the COVID lockdown began, the Committee elected to halt the “Cluster”

approach in favor of directly responding to the urgent needs brought on by the pandemic and

adapting to virtual life. The Committee is presently discerning a return to the Cluster approach

for 2023.

This current calendar year (2022) served to re-build both some new and some pre-pandemic

efforts, highlights of which are described below:

● Held a winter clothing drive to benefit Bethesda Cares.

● Prepared meals and supplied the pantry for 35 clients of the Interfaith Works Women’s

Center during Memorial Day week – with parish-wide participation!

● Returned to hosting in-person guest speakers on Sundays:

o May 1 – David Wolf, Exec. Dir., and Charles Hopkins, a Samaritan Ministry Next

Step participant, preached the sermon and held meaningful discussions.

o Aug. 14 – Courtney Hall, CEO of Interfaith Works, led engaging presentations

following both services.

● Contributed a majority of the needed ‘back-to-school’ supplies for Bishop Walker School

scholars – including items for their Clothing Closet.

● Collected SmartTrip cards for Samaritan Ministry participants.

● Sponsored the Montgomery County Interfaith 5K Race – encouraging interfaith

collaboration and a healthy lifestyle while demonstrating togetherness.

● Donated more than 1,100 lbs of food (plus more than 300 boxes of cereal, and many

Snack Bags) to Bethesda Help’s Food Pantry serving local families in need, many of

whom are referred via the public schools – in addition to regular baked goods to Small

Things Matter’s bi-monthly distributions.

● Made sandwiches for Shepherd’s Table, care packages for Interfaith Works clients, and

winter blessing bags as part of various 5th Sunday “Be the Church” Day activities.

Looking ahead to the remainder of the calendar year:

● Mike Molina, Head of the Bishop Walker School for Boys, preaches on Nov. 6 as part of

our All Saints Observance.

● Josephine Hicks, Episcopal Relief & Development’s VP of Church Programs, preaches on

Dec. 11 as we begin the Advent/Christmas season, celebrate 15 years of “Holy Cow” ~

and more than $230,000 given to ERD!

The Committee has tried to create more opportunities for parishioners to be of service as we’ve

transitioned back to the building, but there continues to be much variation across the in-person

offerings within the various organizations we support.



Snapshots from the 2022 Interfaith Works Women’s Center Meal Week!

(Photo collage compiled by Deb Marks)

What are your hopes for this ministry in the next year?

As we hope to transition back to the pre-COVID “Cluster” or issue-based approach in 2023, the

Committee sees this as an opportunity bring more parishioners in – for increased participation,

behind-the-scenes support, and leadership roles. There are many options available – perhaps

providing support for a one-time 5th Sunday event, to being part of a Cluster team for a few



months, to hosting a coffee hour with invited guests, to collaborating with one of the

organizations we support – and much more! The Committee meets quarterly on Zoom.

Notably, now that Children’s Church has resumed for the season, we hope to explore more

opportunities to involve youth and their families in our Community Engagement efforts. There is

much work to do!

The Committee is very grateful to all the parishioners who contribute to and participate in

Community Engagement in numerous ways, sharing their time, talent, and treasure!

Skills needed / Training provided:

We welcome everyone!  Either Co-Chair, Committee member, parish liaison, or Deacon Lesley

would be glad to share more information about Committee activities, the various organizations

we support, or answer any questions about how you can utilize your gifts and desire to be of

service to our neighbors.

For young people, SSL hours are available for many Community Engagement activities.

Finish this sentence, imagining a person unfamiliar with this ministry as your audience:

You might enjoy being a part of this ministry if.... you want to be of service to our community

near and far.


